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Synopsis

A bestseller in the making, this is the true story of a unique friendship between two people who had
nothing - and ultimately everything - in common. Carol Wall, a white woman living in a lily-white
neighborhood in Middle America, was at a crossroads in her life. Her children were grown; she had
successfully overcome illness; her beloved parents were getting older. One day she notices a
dark-skinned African man tending her neighbor’s yard. His name is Giles Owita. He bags groceries
at the supermarket. He comes from Kenya. And he’s very good at gardening. Before long Giles is
transforming not only Carol’s yard, but her life. Though they are seemingly quite different, a caring
bond grows between them. But they both hold long-buried secrets that, when revealed, will cement

their friendship forever.
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Customer Reviews

As usual | received this book for free in exchange for a review, this time from Shelf Awareness. Also
as usual | give my candid opinions below.To summarize, this book is a memoir that is only remotely
about gardening. Rather than focus on those things that we putter about with in the ground it’s really
a story of the relationships that we cultivate with others and the impact that those relationships have
on our lives.To the positive side of things, the author of this memoir is as brilliantly introspective and
self-aware as any of a memoir author I've read in a long time. It has been my general observation
that authors of memoirs seem to describe in painful detail how they stormed through the world and

how they made a difference and why you should recognize their greatness in some way. In this



case the author candidly describes how one simple man made a huge difference in her own life
while being unafraid to lay out for all to see how she very easily could have missed out on what he
had to offer.Also to the positive, the book has much to say about society and how we look at others.
| will avoid spoilers by resorting to generalities, but we see examples of unintentional prejudice
based on race, socioeconomics, general appearance and all this from a woman who prides herself
on being a champion against these prejudices. This book is a delightful example of those accidental
judgments that we all make and the author is candid enough to share these with us. Finally, we do
also find in this book a delightful example of humanity and weakness under what is otherwise a
superhuman image. Proving finally and completely that no one is entirely what they seem whether

that be positive or negative.
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